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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 1 OF 4 SOFIA 1470 

BELGRADE ALSO FOR USDEL CSCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CVIS, AGEN, CSCE, BU 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR RECIPROCAL ELIMINATION OF VISA FEES AND 
ASSOCIATED COSTS 

REF: A)NPUY STATE 252742; B) 76 SOFIA 2201 AND PREVIOUS; 

C) STATE A-2628; D) STATE 046297 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: STUDY OF THE QUESTION OF VISA FEES 
AND ASSOCIATED CHARGES (SUCH AS INTERESTED PARTY CABLES 
AND TELEPHONE CALLS) FOR WSA ISSUANCE SHOWS THAT THERE 
IS NO UNIFORMITY AMONG EMBASSIES IN EASTERN EUROPE, WITH 
RESULT THAT ACTUAL COST OF A VISA VARIES GREATLY AND IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NOT REALLY RELATED, AS THE LAW INTEFPS, TO VISA COSTS LEVIED 
ON AMERICAN CITIZENS. MOREOVER, THESE ANCILLARY CHARGES 
ASSOCIATED WITH US VCPA C SUANCE IN EASTERN EUROPE CANNOT 
BUT SEEM CAPRICIOUS TO GOVTS IN THE AREA SINCE THEY ARE 
ASSESSED AGAINST SOME HOST COUNTRY NATIONALS AND NOT 
AGAINST OTHERS. THIS IS A PROBLEM OF SOME URGENCY IN VIEW 
OF THE TRAVEL FACILITATION PROVISIONS OF THE FINAL ACT 
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OF HELSINKI. 

2. SITUATION WILL BE FURTHER COMPLICATED WHEN AND IF THE NEW 
FEE SCHEDULE (INCLUDING A $15 CHARGE FOR INTERESTED PARTY 
CABLES) PROPOSED IN REF C TAKES EFFECT. IN OUR VIEW, 

RESULTING ESCALATION OF CHARGES WOULD LAY US OPEN TO PLAUSIBLE 
CHARGE IT IS ACTING CONTRARY TO FINAL ACT IN WHICH SIGNA- 
TORIES EXPRESSED INTENTION TO LOWER VISA FEES. ADDITIONAL 
COMPLICATIONS (AND STILL HIGHER FEES) WOULD RESULT FROM 
STRINGENT APPLICATION OF 4 FAM 323.3-2(A) ON RATES AT WHICH 
FOREIGN CURRENCY IS TO BE CONVERTED. END RESULT COULD BE 

THAT THIS EMBASSY MIGHT HAVE TO CHARGE LOCAL CURRENCY 
EQUIVALENT OF ALMOST $70 FOR A SPT.F.X VISA (I.E. VISA TO A 
PERSON PROCEEDING TO US FOR RESEARCH OR TRAINING IN A SCIEN- 
TIFIC OR TECHNICAL FIELD). 

3. IN 1976, ON INSTRUCTIONS REF A, WE PROPOSED TO BULGARIA 
THAT BOTH COUNTRIES ELIMINATE VISA FEES. GOB, IN REPLY, 

DECLINED MUTUAL ELIMINATION OF VISA FEES BUT OFFERED TO 
NEGOTIATE NO- VISA REGIME, WHICH WE CANNOT LEGALLY DO. AT 
SAME TIME, HOWEVER, GOB TOOK STRONG EXCEPTION TO ANCILLARY 
FEE CHARGES. SUBSEQUENTLY (REF D), DEPT AUTHORIZED EMBASSY 
AND OTHER EE POSTS TO NEGOTIATE FOR SIMPLIFICATION OF 

VISA PROCEDURES AND ISSUANCE OF A, G ANDNN-3 VISAS WITH 
EXTENDED VALIDITY PERIODS, AN AUTHORITY WE HAVE NOT YET 
USED SINCE WE CONSIDER IT ADVISABLE TO ATTEMPT TO CONCLUDE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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A MORE COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE COVERING VISA FEES AND RELATED 
CHARGES AS WELL. 

4. EMBASSY THUS REQUESTS AUTHORITY TO PROPOSE TO GOB 
FOUR-PART VISA PACKAGE INCLUDING: (A) MUTUAL ELIMINATION 
OF BOTH VISA FEES AND ANCILLARY CHARGES (SUCH AS INTERESTED 
PARTY CABLES); (B) MUTUAL AGREEMENT TO ISSUE VISAS TO 
OFFICIALS ON GOVT BUSINESS WITHIN NOT MORE THAN 5 WORKING 
DAYS; (C) MUTUAL AGREEMENT TO "GREATLY EXPEDITE" ISEUANCE 
OF TOURIST OR VISITOR VISAS; (D) MUTUAL AGREEMENT TO ISSUE 

A, G AND C-3 VISAS FOR DURATION OF ASSIGNMENT UP TO 48 
MONTHS. END SUMMARY. 

5. PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS REF A, EMBASSY IN JUNE 1976 
PRESENTED TO GOB PROPOSAL FOR MUTUAL ELIMINATION OF VISA FEES. 
AS NOTED REF B, GOB REPLIED BY OFFERING TO CONCLUDE NO-VISA 
REGIME, STATED IT WAS NOT PREPARED TO ELIMINATE VISA FEES 

AFN THE ABSENCE OF SUCH A REGIME, AND WENT ON TO STRONGLY 
CRITICIZE THE CHARGES OTHER THAN VISA FEES ASSESSED FOR 
INTERESTED I 

RTY CABLES AND LONG DISTANCE CALLS (TO INS 

VIENNA). THE NO-VISA REGIME IS PLOY THE BULGARIANS HAVE 
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LONG USED WITH WESTERN COUNTRIES, SOMETIMES WITH SUCCESS, 
BUT IT IS OBVIOUS THALSNO REAL RECIIAOCITY WOULD BE INVOLVED. 
WE DO NOT RECOMMEND THAT THAT PROPOSAL BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 
HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE THE BULGARIAN COUNTER-CHARGES ABOUT 
ANCILLARY FEES SHOULD BE TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY INDEED. 

THEY NOT WITHOUT PLAUSIBILITY AND EVEN SUBSTANTIVE MERIT, 
AND THEY INVOLVE US PERFORMANCE UNDER THE FINAL ACT OF 
HELSINKI. 
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BELGRADE ALSO FOR USDEL CSCE 

6. AT EAST EUROPEAN CONSULAR CONFERENCE IN VIENNA IN MAY, IT 
BECAME APPARENT THERE IS NO UNIFORMITY OF PRACTICE AMONG 
EE POSTS IN ASSESSING THESE ANCILLARY CHARGES WHICH MAKE 
POSSIBLE EXPEDITIOUS ISSUANCE OF NIV'S. IT ALSO APPEARED 
THAT THIS EMBASSY APPLIES MORE STRICTLY THAN DO SOME OTHERS 
THE CRITERIA UNDER WHICH THESE CHARGES MAY BE WAIVED. IN 
ANY EVENT, TRUE COSTS OF OBTAINING A VISA TO US VARY WIDELY 
AMONG EE POSTS AND THERE IS NO REAL EQUIVALENCE WITH CHARGES 
ASSESSED AGAINST AMERICAN CITIZENS COMING TO THOSE COUNTRIES. 
IN ANY CASE, IF OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO REMOVE OBSTACLES TO 
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TRAVEL, THEN THE ANCILLARY CHARGES (SOME OF WHICH SEEM 
QUITE ARBITRARY) ARE AS RELEVANT AS THE FEES THEMSELVES. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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7. CURRENT EMBASSY PRACTICE: BULGARIAN "SERVICE "PASS- 
PORTS ARE OF TWO KINDS, THOSE ISSUED BY MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND THOSE ISSUED BY MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

WE CONSIDER FORMER TO BE "OFFICIAL"PASSPORTS, ISSUE AN 
'OFFICIAL" B 1 OR B 2 AND MAKE NO CHARGE FOR INTERESTED 
PARTY CABLES OR LONG DISTANCE CALLS TO VIENNA. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, WE CONSIDER PASSPORTS ISSUED BY MINISTRY OF 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS TO BE "NO FEE" OR "COURTESY" PASSPORTS 
(THEY ARE GENERALLY ISSUED EMPLOYEES OF BULGARIAN STATE 
TRADING ORGANIZATIONS PROCEEDING TO US ON BUSINESS), AND 
ASSESS THE REGULAR VISA FEES PLUS THE ANCILLARY CHARGES 
FOR EXPEDITED PROCESSING. THE RATIONALE FOR CURRENT PRAC- 
TICE CAN BE DEFENDED, BUT SO COULD ABOLISHING THE DISTINCTION. 
WE ARE SIMPLY CONTINUING A PRACTICE WHOSE RATIONALE IS NOT 
VERY FIRMLY BASED. 

8. THE EXACT PROCEDURE FOR EXPEDITED HANDLING IN "WAIVER 
CASES" IS AN INTERESTED PARTY CABLE TO DEPT AND INS VIENNA, 
FOLLOWED BY LONG-DISTANCE PHONE CALL TO VIENNA TO OBTAIN 
WAIVER NUMBERS. WHEN SEVERAL CASES ARE DEALT WITH AT ONE 
TIME, THE INTERESTED PARTY CABLE AND TELEPHONE CHARGES ARE 
PRO-RATED AMONG THE NUMBER OF TRAVELLERS. IN THE "NORMAL 
WAIVER CASE," THE ANCILLARY CHARGES ARE 5 LEVA FOR INTER- 
ESTED PARTY CABLE, PLUS ABOUT 3.50 LEVA FOR TELEPHONE COSTS, 
THUS ADDING 8.50 LEVA (ABOUT US$9) TO THE VISA FEE TO 
ESTABLISH THE TRUE COST OF GETTING A US VISA. THE BULGARIANS, 
WHOSE LEGISLATION IS SIMPLER THAN OURS, HAVE NO EQUIVALENT 
REQUIREMENT. 

9. SPLEX CASES REQUIRE A DIFFERENT PROCEDURE. EMBASSY 
FORWARDS A CABLE TO DEPT AND RECEIVES A CABLED RESPONSE. 

THE INTERESTED PARTY CABLE CHARGE IS THUS $10, BUT IS PRO- 
RATED IF THERE ARE SEVERAL TRAVELLERS MENTIONED IN THE INTER- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ESTED PARTY MESSAGE. THERE IS THUS NO UNIFORMITY, GIVING 
THE IMPRESSION OF CAPRICIOUSNESS, IN ADDITION TO THE FACT 
THAT THIS IS A CHARGE THAT HAS NO EQUIVALENT ON THE BULGARIAN 
SIDE. HOWEVER, THE FOREGOING UNDERSTATES THE MAGNITUDE 
OF THE PROBLEM. THE SITUATION IS ACTUALLY STILL WORSE: 
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10. PER 4 FAM 323.3-2(A) COLLECTIONS IN FOREIGN CURRENCY 

OF AMOUNTS DUE IN US DOLLARS ARE TO BE MADE AT THE LOCAL 
BANK SELLING RATE FOR DOLLARS. THE BULGARIAN STATE BANK'S 
BUYING RATE FOR DOLLARS IS APPROXIMATELY US$1 EQUALS 
0.95 BULGARIAN LEV. THE SELLING RATE FOR DOLLARS, HOWEVER. 

IS APPROXIMATELY US$1 EQUALS 1.90 BULGARIAN LEVA. AS 
AUTHORIZED, WE ROUND OFF TO THE NEAREST DOLLAR AND IN VISA 
(AND OTHER CONSULAR) FEES CHARGE TWO-TO-ONE WHEN PAYMENT IS 
MADE IN LEVA. WE THUS CHARGE EITHER US$2.60 OR BL5.20 FOR 
AN NIV. ALMOST ALL OUR VISA FEES AND OTHER CHARGES ARE 
PAID IN LEVA. 

1 1 . THROUGH AN ANOMALY THAT WAS DISCOVERED ONLY AT THE TIME 
GOB RESPONDED TO OUR PROPOSAL ON MUTUAL ELIMINATION OF VISA 
FEES, WE HAVE BEEN ALL ALONG COMPUTING LEVA FOR DOLLARS AT 
A ONE-TO-ONE RATIO AS FAR AS INTERESTED PARTY CABLES ARE 
CONCERNED. SINCE OUR POSITION ON VISA CHARGES WAS ALREADY 
UNDER ATTACK BY GOB, WE DID NOT ALTER THE CHARGE BEING MADE 
FOR INTERESTED PARTY CABLES IN LEVA AFTER THE ANOMALY 

WAS DISCOVERED. WERE WE TO DO SO, THE COST OF THESE ANCIL- 
LARY CHARGES WOULD OF COURSE HAVE DOUBLED. IN THAT CASE, 

A SPLF.X VISA COULD COST AS MUCH AS 25.60 LEVA ($26.85). 

12. REF C PROPOSES A REVISED TARIFF OF FEES FOR CONSULAR 
SERVICES UNDER WHICH THE COST FOR INTERESTED PARTY TELEGRAMS 
WILL RISE TO $15 EACH WAY. WERE THE EMBASSY TO APPLY THIS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AMEMBASSY BERLIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 3 OF 4 SOFIA 1470 
BELGRADE ALSO FOR USDEL CSCE 

UNDER PRESENT PRACTICES, THE VISA COST IN AN "ORDINARY" 

WAIVER CASE WOULD RISE TO ABOUT $25 AND IN A SPLEX CASE TO 
ABOUT $35.50. WERE WE TO BRING OUR INTERESTED PARTY CHARGES 
IN LINE WITH 4 FAM 323.3-2(A), THE COST OF A VISA IN AN 
"ORDINARY" WAIVER CASE WOULD BE ABOUT $41 AND IN A SPLEX 
CASE $68.75. REF C STATES THAT THE INTERESTED PARTY CABLE 
CHARGE MAY BE WAIVED ONLY WHEN THE CABLE IS "INITIATED BY A 
CONSULAR OFFICER FOR THE PRIMARY BENEFIT, IN TERMS OF EFFI- 
CIENCY OR ECONOMY, OF THE US GOVERNMENT." WE BELIEVE WAIVERS 
COULD BE JUSTIFIED IN ALL CASES. THE PRESENT SYSTEM IS CER- 
TAINLY NOT EFFICIENT (NOR EQUITABLE). 

13. CSCE IMPLICATIONS. A BIT OF RECAPITULATION SEEMS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NECESSARY AT THIS POINT IN THE FORM OF THE FOLLOWING TABLE: 
"ORDINARY" 

WAIVER CASE SPLEX 

CURRENT VISA COST US$9 US$16 

COST IF 4 FAM FULLY APPLIED US$20 US$26.85 

COST IF REF C TAKES EFFECT 

AND 4 FAM FULLY APPLIED US$41 US$68.75 

(THE ABOVE TABLE COMPUTES THE COST TO A BULGARIAN WHO PAYS 
IN LEVA AT TWO LEVA PER DOLLAR AND THEN CONVERTS TO DOLLARS 
AT THE "OFFICIAL" RATE OF US$1 EQUALS 0.95 LEV.) 

IT WILL BE SEEN FROM THE ABOVE THAT ORDINARY VISA COSTS WILL 
INCREASE VERY SUBSTANTIALLY IF WE APPLY 4 F AM-SPECIFIED 
CONVERSION RATES FOR ANCILLARY VISA COSTS AND WILL INCREASE 
ENORMOUSLY IF THE PROPOSED NEW CHARGE FOR INTERESTED PARTY 
CABLES IS IMPOSED AND CONVERTED AT THE 4-FAM-SPECIFIED 
RATE. SUCH AN ESCALATION IN THE TRUE COST OF OBTAINING A 
VISA WOULD, IN OUR VIEW. BE IN CONTRADICTION WITH THE 
FINAL ACT OF HELSINKI. IN WHICH THE PARTICIPATING 
STATES EXPRESS THEIR INTENTION "GRADUALLY TO LOWER, WHERE 
NECESSARY, THE FEES FOR VISAS AND OFFICIAL TRAVEL DOCUMENTS." 
INDEED, WE RAISE THE QUESTION WHETHER ANY AND ALL OF THESE 
ANCILLARY CHARGES ARE NOT REASONABLY CONSTRUED AS VISA 
CHARGES AND WHETHER, CONSEQUENTLY, WE SHOULD NOT OFFER TO 
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WAIVE ALL OF THEM AS PART OF OUR PROPOSAL TO ABOLISH VISA 
FEES. 

14. BULGARIAN VISA FEES. ACCORDING TO STATE GAZETTE OF 
SEPTEMBER 13, 1976, FOLLOWING FEES APPLICABLE TO US 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TRAVELLERS TO BULGARIA: 

SINGLE ENTRY VISA $ 1 1 

MULTIPLE ENTRY VISA $2 1 

SINGLE TRANSIT VISA $ 6 

MULTIPLE TRANSIT VISA $ 1 1 

IN ADDITION TO FOREGOING, A SPECIAL SURCHARGE OF $9 IS 
AUTHORIZED WHEN THE VISA IS ISSUED AT A BULGARIAN ENTRY 
POINT (AIRPORT OR BORDER CROSSING POST). ARTICLE NOTES 
THAT "FEES FOR ISSUING VISAS ARE NOT PAID ON THE BASIS OF 
RECIPROCITY WITH OTHER COUNTRIES." 

15. BULGARIAN VISA FEE QUESTION. TOO, IS MORE COMPLICATED 
THAN FOREGOING RAW DATA WOULD SUGGEST. IN PRACTICE, GOB 
CHARGES NO FEE AT ALL FOR TOURISTS WHO ARE PART OF A TOUR 
GROUP AND WHEN THE TOUR HAS BEEN BOOKED OUTSIDE BULGARIA. 
SOMETIMES THIS NO-FEE TREATMENT IS EXTENDED TO INDIVIDUAL 
TOURISTS AS WELL, OR TO VISITORS WHO COME FOR BUSINESS BUT 
DECLARE THEMSELVES AS ENTERING FOR TOURISM. ADDITIONALLY, 
BULGARIAN MISSIONS ABROAD NORMALLY DO NOT ISSUE VISAS, BUT 
INSTEAD ADVISE TRAVELLERS TO OBTAIN VISA AT ENTRY POINT. 
THAT, OF COURSE. IS A RACKET. THE VISITOR IS NEVER TOLD 

THAT THE FEE CHARGED AT THE POINT OF ENTRY IS SUBSTANTIALLY 
HIGHER THAN THE FEE HE WOULD HAVE BEEN CHARGED HAD HE BEEN 
ABLE TO PERSUADE THE BULGARIAN MISSION TO ISSUE HIM THE 
VISA BEFORE HE SETS FOOT IN BULGARIA. 

16. ACTUAL PRACTICE, WHEN FEES ARE ASSESSED, THUS VARIES 
VERY WIDELY AS FOLLOWING EXAMPLES SHOW: 

A. AMCIT WITH HOTEL RESERVATIONS AND CONTRACT 
FROM SOFIACONCERT TO COVER DOLLAR AND LEVA EXPENSES PAID 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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$20 FOR ENTRY VISA AT SOFIA AIRPORT. THIS WOULD SQUARE 
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WITH TABLE ABOVE BUT MOST TRAVELLERS ARE CHARGED $21. 

B. TWO AMERICAN FULBRIGHTERS RECENTLY VISITED 
SOFIA AT INVITATION OF SOFIA UNIVERSITY TO DELIVER LECTURES. 
ONE OBTAINED VISA FROM BULGARIAN EMBASSY IN BUCHAREST AT 
COST OF US$12 (PAID IN ROMANIAN LEI). HIS COLLEAGUE WAS 

TOLD AT BORDER THAT NO VISA WAS NEEDED, BUT WHEN UNIVERSITY 
SHIFTED THE TWO FROM A COMMERCIAL HOTEL TO A STUDENT HOSTEL 
THE LATTER WAS REQUIRED TO OBTAIN VISA AT PASSPORT OFFICE 
FOR FOREIGNERS AND WAS CHARGED $24. 

C. NATURALIZED AMCIT OF BULGARIAN BIRTH WAITED 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 4 OF 4 SOFIA 1470 
BELGRADE ALSO FOR USDEL CSCE 

THREE MONTHS FOR VISITOR'S VISA TO BE ISSUED BY BULGARIAN 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON. HE PAID US$10.40. 

D. HOUSEGUESTS OF AM EMBASSY OFFICER WERE RECENTLY 
CHARGED $24 EACH FOR THEIR VISAS IN BULGARIA. 

17. NEW US PROPOSAL TO GOB. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT WITH 
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OPENING IN SEPTEMBER OF BELGRADE CSCE FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCE, 
TIME IS APPROPRIATE TO MAKE SWEEPING NEW PROPOSAL TO GOB 
TO SIMPLIFY PROCEDURES AND TO ELIMINATE VISA FEES AND 
ANCILLARY CHARGES. WE REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER GOB 
FOLLOWING PACKAGE: 

A. RECIPROCAL ELIMINATION OF ALL NONIMMIGRANT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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VISA FEES AND ANCILLARY CHARGES IN ALL CATEGORIES WHERE 
THEY PRESENTLY EXIST; TO INCLUDE ON US SIDE CHARGES FOR 
INTERESTED PARTY CABLES OR TELEXES AND TELEPHONE CALL 
CHARGES; TO INCLUDE ON BULGARIAN SIDE AND ALL SPECIAL 
SURCHARGES FOR VISA ISSUANCE AT POINTS OF ENTRY. 

B. EACH SIDE WILL UNDERTAKE TO ISSUE VISAS TO 
EMPLOYEES OR OFFICIALS OF THE OTHER GOVERNMENT WITHIN NOT 
MORE THAN FIVE WORKING DAYS WHEN TRAVEL IS FOR OFFICIAL 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. (THIS WOULD INCLUDE ALL US VISAS IN 
CATEGORIES A, G, C-3, AND "DIPLOMATIC” OR "OFFICIAL" B 1 

AND B-2.) THE US SIDE WILL CONSIDER ALL BULGARIANS TRAV- 
ELLING ON "SERVICE” PASSPORTS (WHETHER ISSUED BY MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OR MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS) TO BE 
TRAVELLING ON OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

C. BOTH PARTIES WILL AGREE TO "GREATLY EXPEDITE" 

ISSUANCE OF NIV'S TO EACHOTHER'S NATIONALS FOR PERSONAL 
OR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND WILL STRIVE TO ISSUE SUCH VISAS 
WITHIN FOURTEEN CALENDAR DAYS. 

D. PER REF D, BOTH SIDES WILL AGREE ON BASIS OF 
RECIPROCITY TO ISSUE MULTIPLE ENTRY VISAS TO DIPLOMATS FOR 
THE DURATION OF THEIR ASSIGNMENT IN THE HOST COUNTRY, UP 
TO A PERIOD OF 48 MONTHS. USG, FOR ITS PART, IS PREPARED 

TO ISSUE SUCH EXTENDED VALIDITY MULTIPLE ENTRY VISAS TO 
DIPLOMATS, OTHER GOVT OFFICIALS OR EMPLOYEES, AND THEIR 
IMMEDIATE FAMILIES, WHO REPRESENT GOB AT ITS EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON, BULGARIAN UN MISSION NEW YORK, AND BULGARIAN 
TRADE OFFICES IN NEW YORK AND SAN FRANCISCO. ON THE BASIS 
OF RECIPROCITY, ALSO TO ISSUE BULGARIAN DIPLOMATS, GOVT 
OFFICIALS OR EMPLOYEES AND THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILIES WHOSE 
POSTS OF ASSIGNMENT REQUIRE TRANSIT OF THE US, TRANSIT 
VISAS WITH A VALIDITY PERIOD OF UP TO 48 MONTHS. SUCH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EXTENDED VALIDITY VISAS, HOWEVER, WILL NOT BE ISSUED ATTENDANTS, 
SERVANTS OR PERSONAL EMPLOYEES OF DIPLOMATS, OFFICIALS, 
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EMPLOYEES OR THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS. 

18. IF GOB TURNS DOWN PACKAGE PROPOSAL: IN THIS CASE WE 
WILL FACE SOMETHING OF A DILEMMA. AS NOTED ABOVE, LITERAL 
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS AND REF C FEE SCHEDULE WOULD 
MEAN HAVING TO CHARGE MORE THAN $40 (IN LOCAL CURRENCY 
EQUIVALENT) FOR A VISA IN THE "ORDINARY" WAIVER CASE. WE 
BELIEVE SO EXORBITANT A SUM CANNOT BE JUSTIFIED, AND 
WOULD INSTEAD RECOMMEND THAT THE VISA FEE BE SET AT $24 
(WHICH SEEMS TO BE THE MAXIMUM CURRENTLY CHARGED AMCITS), 
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR INTERESTED PARTY CABLES OR 
TELEPHONE CALLS. 

HERZ 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SOFIA01470 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770243-0374 
Format: TEL 
From: SOFIA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770777/aaaacosm.tel 

Line Count: 507 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: eca98a6e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 10 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SOFIA 2201 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1919788 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSAL FOR RECIPROCAL ELIMINATION OF VISA FEES AND ASSOCIATED COSTS 
TAGS: CVIS, OGEN, BU, CSCE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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